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Natural Shorelines are Good for Fishing
By keeping shorelines natural, you can help protect water quality and improve fish 
habitat. A shoreline without trees and shrubs can get washed away, making the water 
muddy and unsuitable for fish.  If you live near a lake or a river, plant a buffer strip 
along the water’s edge using trees, shrubs, wildflowers or other native plants.  Trees 
and other vegetation filter pollution and provide shade, shelter, habitat, and food 
critical for bass, trout, and other fish to thrive and reproduce.  Keep your favorite 
fishing spots well vegetated!  For more tips and information, visit http://water.epa.
gov/type/lakes/index.cfm 

	 Use these equations to find the weight of your fish: 
 
		     bass = (length x length x girth) / 1,200 
		     pike = (length x length x length) / 3,500 
		     sunfish = (length x length x length) / 1,200 
		     trout = (length x girth x girth) / 800 
		     walleye = (length x length x length) / 2,700

For example, you catch a 16” trout with an 8” girth. Using the equation for trout above:  
(16 x 8 x 8) / 800 = 1.25 pounds. Your trout would weigh about 1 and a quarter pounds.

How much does my fish weigh?
Don’t have a scale? No problem.   

Reach for a tape measure and find the answer.  

Note: Results are rough estimates only.  Actual weights vary slightly by waterbody.

Carol Watkins
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OPEN SEASONS, LENGTH LIMITS, and BAG LIMITS
GENERAL INLAND WATERS
*Remember: Also check the Special Regulations–Listed by County section, the Great Lakes, the Winnebago System  Waters, the Boundary Waters tables, and the 
Tributary Streams to Green Bay and Lake Michigan table.

FISH SPECIES–species not listed have no open season.
OPEN SEASON
(all dates inclusive)

DAILY LIMIT MINIMUM LENGTH

LARGEMOUTH BASS and SMALLMOUTH BASS

Northern Zone (see map on page 9)
May 7–June 17  0 (catch and release only
June 18 - March 4 5 in total 14 inches

Other inland waters May 7 – March 4 5 in total 14 inches
ROCK, YELLOW (STRIPED) and WHITE BASS open all year none none
PANFISH: BLUEGILL, PUMPKINSEED, SUNFISH, CRAPPIE and YELLOW PERCH open all year 25 in total none
BULLHEADS and ROUGH FISH (see definition on page 20) open all year none none

CATFISH (CHANNEL, FLATHEAD) open all year 10 in total none

CISCO and WHITEFISH open all year
25 pounds plus one 
more fish of either 

species in total
none

MUSKELLUNGE (INCLUDES HYBRIDS) 

Northern Zone: Inland waters north of U.S. Hwy 10 (excluding Wis-Mich. boundary waters) May 28 – Nov 30 1 34 inches
Southern Zone: Inland waters south of U.S. Hwy 10 May 7 – Dec. 31 1 34 inches

NORTHERN PIKE

Northern Zone: Inland waters north of US Hwy 10 (excluding Wis-Mich. boundary waters) May 7 – March 4 5 none
Southern Zone: Inland waters south of US Hwy 10 May 7 – March 4 2 26 inches

PADDLEFISH (SPOONBILL CATFISH) Closed all year–no fishing for paddlefish.

RUFFE, WHITE PERCH and GOBIES
Open all year–one may be killed and possessed for transport to a 
WDNR office—0 bag limit
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LAKE STURGEON
Chippewa River: West Fork downstream from Moose Lake Dam (Sawyer Co.) and East Fork        
(Ashland Co.) downstream to the confluence of the Mississippi River (Pepin Co.) including 
sloughs, bayous, and flowages upstream to first highway or railroad bridge. Flambeau River: N 
Fork from Turtle-Flambeau Dam (Iron Co.) and S Fork (Price Co.) downstream to the confluence 
with the Chippewa River (Rusk Co.) including sloughs, bayous, and flowages upstream to 
the first dam or highway bridge. Butternut Lake (Price Co.) Jump River from the North and 
South Forks to the confluence with the Chippewa River (Rusk Co.); Yellow, Little Yellow, and 
Danbury Flowage chain of lakes (Burnett Co.); Wisconsin River below the Wisconsin Dells Dam 
(Columbia Co.) downstream.

Sept. 1 – Sept. 30  
(All Lake sturgeon 
taken with hook and 
line must be tagged 
and registered. See 
page 6 for more 
information).

1 per season 60 inches

Other inland waters Closed all year 0 0
SHOVELNOSE STURGEON

Lower Wisconsin River from the Prairie du Sac Dam downstream Open all year 3 none
All other inland waters Closed all year—no fishing for shovelnose sturgeon

WALLEYE and SAUGER (INCLUDES HYBRIDS).
Walleye waters in the ceded territory (see page 9) may have lower bag limits. Check posted 
signs or inquire at DNR field offices.

May 7 – March 4 5 in total 15 inches 

TROUT and SALMON—see the 2011 – 2012 Trout Regulations and Guide or the Lake Superior, Lake Michigan and Tributary Streams tables on pages 63–69.



58

WISCONSIN-MICHIGAN BOUNDARY WATERS
Includes the Brule, Menominee and Montreal rivers and their sloughs and flowages; that portion of Green Bay at the mouth of the Menominee River between the “government pier” or break wall 
on the south and the “lighthouse pier” or breakwall on the north and a line connecting the eastern-most points of those breakwaters on the east; and Basin, Big, Big Bateau, Crampton, Crystal, 
Cyrus, Lac Vieux Desert, Little Presque Isle, Mamie, Mill, Norwood, Plum, Roach, Smoky, State Line, Tenderfoot and West Bay lakes.

FISHING RESTRICTIONS ON WISCONSIN-MICHIGAN BOUNDARY WATERS
•	 Each angler may fish with a total of three baits, lures or hooks.
•	 You may not take more than the daily bag limit of fish in a single day. The possession limit or maximum number of fish you may have in your pos-

session AT ANY TIME is the SAME as the daily bag limit.
•	 Goldfish, alewife and live crayfish may not be possessed or used for bait on Wisconsin-Michigan Boundary Waters.
•	 Ice fishing: Angler name and address must be prominently displayed on ice fishing shelters (portable or otherwise). 
•	 It is illegal to fish using any method other than hook and line within 200 feet of any fishway, lock or dam.
•	 Motor trolling is permitted on Wisconsin-Michigan Boundary Waters except Vilas County boundary waters, where motor trolling is prohibited.
•	 Wisconsin residents need a Wisconsin fishing license and a Michigan resident needs a Michigan fishing license to fish these waters. Residents of 

other states need a nonresident license from Wisconsin or Michigan. Regulations on these waters differ between the two states. You must obey the 
regulation of the state in which you are fishing. Wisconsin license holders must have a valid Great Lakes Trout and Salmon stamp privilege (except 
with a two-day Sports Fishing License) to fish trout or salmon in the Menominee River from the Hattie Street Dam downstream to the eastern end 
of the breakwalls in Green Bay.

FISH SPECIES 
OPEN SEASON (all 
dates inclusive)

DAILY LIMIT MINIMUM LENGTH

LARGEMOUTH and SMALLMOUTH BASS

  All boundary waters
May 7 – June 17  0 (catch and release only) 

June 18 – Dec. 31 5 in total 14 inches

MUSKELLUNGE (INCLUDES HYBRIDS) Some waters may have larger minimum length 
limits. Look for signs and inquire locally

 May 15 – Nov. 30 1 40 inches

Menominee River—From the Hattie Street Dam in the city of Marinette downstream to the 
eastern end of the breakwalls in Green Bay

May 15 – Nov. 30 1 50 inches
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NORTHERN PIKE May 7–March 1 5 none
YELLOW PERCH, WHITE BASS, YELLOW (STRIPED) BASS, CRAPPIE, BLUEGILL and 
PUMPKINSEED (SUNFISH)

open all year 25 in total none

TROUT and SALMON 

  Smoky Lake, Montreal and Menominee Rivers from their mouths upstream to the first dam open all year 5 in total 10 inches

  Brule River upstream from Hwy 2 April 30 – Sept. 30 5 in total
brook trout 8 inches 

brown trout 12 
inches 

  Brule River downstream from Hwy 2 and other Wisconsin-Michigan Boundary Waters April 30 – Sept. 30 5 in total 7 inches

LAKE STURGEON (Lake sturgeon taken with hook and line must be tagged and registered. See 
page 6 for more information.)

 Upstream from the Hattie Street Dam on the Menominee River. Sept. 1 – Sept. 30 1 per season 60 inches

 Downstream from the Hattie Street Dam on the Menominee River. Sept. 1 – Sept. 30 0 (catch and release only)

WALLEYE and SAUGER (INCLUDES HYBRIDS) Some waters may have lower bag limits. Look 
for signs and inquire locally.

In lakes May 7 – March 1 5 in total 15 inches

In rivers and their flowages
March 2 – May 6 1 15 inches

May 7 – March 1 5 in total 15 inches

RUFFE
no open season—one may be killed and possessed for transport to 
a WDNR Service Center or Regional Office.

CATFISH open all year 10 none

ALL OTHER SPECIES open all year none none
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WISCONSIN-MINNESOTA BOUNDARY WATERS
Applies to the stretch of the Mississippi River shared by Wisconsin and Minnesota lying between the Burlington Northern and Santa Fe railroad tracks on the Wisconsin side of the river and the 
Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul, and Pacific railroad tracks on the Minnesota side of the river, including Lake Pepin and Lake St. Croix; the St. Croix River from the Burlington Northern railroad bridge at 
Prescott north to the point where the river is no longer a boundary between Wisconsin and Minnesota; and the St. Louis River, including St. Louis Bay, Superior Bay, Allouez Bay, Kimballs Bay, Little 
Pokegama Bay, and Pokegama Bay.

FISHING RESTRICTIONS ON WISCONSIN-MINNESOTA BOUNDARY WATERS
•	 Goldfish and alewife may not be possessed or used for bait. Live crayfish may be used for bait on the Mississippi River ONLY—not on other Wisconsin-

Minnesota boundary waters. Live crayfish may not be used as bait within the federal zone of the St. Croix National Scenic Riverway.
•	 It is illegal to fish using any method other than hook and line within 200 feet of any fishway, lock or dam on the Mississippi River and within 200 feet of 

these structures on any other water.
•	 Motor trolling is permitted on Wisconsin-Minnesota boundary waters.
•	 Wisconsin residents need a Wisconsin fishing license and Minnesota residents need a Minnesota license to fish in these boundary waters. Residents of other 

states need a nonresident license from Wisconsin or Minnesota. Regulations on these waters may differ between states. You must obey the regulations 
of the state in which you are fishing. 

•	 Fishing is prohibited within 300 feet below the Red Wing Dam and Alma Dam from March 1 through April 30 and within 300 feet below the Onalaska Dam 
from March 15 through April 25.

•	 Ice fishing: Angler name and address must be prominently displayed on ice fishing shelters (portable or otherwise) in the WI/MN boundary waters.

FISH SPECIES
Species not listed are governed by inland regulations (pages 56–57)

OPEN SEASON
(all dates inclusive)

DAILY LIMIT MINIMUM LENGTH

LARGEMOUTH and SMALLMOUTH BASS 

St. Louis R. and the St. Croix R. downstream of the St. Croix Falls Dam May 28 – March 1 5 in total 14 inches

St. Croix R. upstream of the St. Croix Falls Dam
May 28 - Sept. 11 5 int total 14 inches

Sept. 12 - March 1  0 (catch and release only)

 Mississippi R. open all year 5 in total 14 inches 

CATFISH (CHANNEL and FLATHEAD)  

St. Louis R. and the St. Croix R. downstream to Hwy. 10 at Prescott open all year 10 in total none

Mississippi R. open all year 25 in total none
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MUSKELLUNGE (INCLUDES HYBRIDS)

St. Croix R. and Mississippi R. below Prescott May 28 – March 1 1 40 inches

St. Louis River May 28 – March 1 1 50 inches

NORTHERN PIKE 

St. Croix R. downstream to Hwy 10 at Prescott Apr. 30 – March 1
5 none

 Mississippi R. open all year 

 St. Louis River May 14 – March 1 2 none 

YELLOW PERCH, ROCK BASS, CRAPPIE open all year 25 of each none

BLUEGILL and PUMPKINSEED (SUNFISH) open all year 25 in total none

WHITE BASS and YELLOW BASS open all year 25 in total none

LAKE STURGEON (Lake sturgeon taken with hook and line must be tagged and registered. See 
page 6 for more information.) 

 

Mississippi R., St. Louis R., and St. Croix R. upstream from the St. Croix Falls Dam closed all year

St. Croix R. downstream from the St. Croix Falls Dam
Sept. 1 – Sept. 30 1 per season 60 inches

Oct. 1 - Oct. 15 0 (catch and release only)

SHOVELNOSE STURGEON    

All Wisconsin-Minnesota boundary waters above the Red Wing Dam on the Mississippi River, 
St. Louis River, and St. Croix River.

closed all year

All Wisconsin-Minnesota boundary waters below the Red Wing Dam on the Mississippi R. open all year  10 none

WALLEYE and SAUGER (INCLUDES HYBRIDS)

St. Croix R. downstream to Hwy. 10 at Prescott Apr. 30 – March 1 6 in total none for sauger;
15 inches for 

walleye
St. Louis R. May 14 – March 1 2 in total

Mississippi R.  open all year 6 in total

RUFFE, WHITE PERCH, and GOBIES
No open season—one may be killed and possessed for transport 
to a WDNR Service Center or Regional Office.

TROUT and SALMON—see 2011–2012 Trout Regulations and Guide
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WISCONSIN-IOWA BOUNDARY WATERS (MISSISSIPPI RIVER)
Applies to the stretch of the Mississippi River shared by Wisconsin and Iowa lying between the Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul, and Pacific railroad tracks on the Iowa side of the 
river and the Burlington Northern and Sante Fe railroad tracks lying on the Wisconsin side of the river including all sloughs, bays, and backwaters.

FISHING RESTRICTIONS ON WISCONSIN-IOWA BOUNDARY WATERS
•	 Goldfish and alewife may not be possessed or used for bait in the Mississippi River. Live crayfish are legal to use.
•	 It is illegal to fish using any method other than hook and line within 200 feet of any fishway, lock or dam on the Mississippi River.
•	 Motor trolling is permitted on the Mississippi River.
•	 Ice fishing: Angler name and address must be prominently displayed on ice fishing shelters (portable or otherwise).
•	 Wisconsin residents need a Wisconsin fishing license and Iowa residents need an Iowa fishing license to fish in these boundary waters. 

Residents of other states need a nonresident license from Wisconsin or Iowa. Regulations on these waters may differ between states. You 
must obey the regulations of the state in which you are fishing.

FISH SPECIES 
Species not listed governed by inland regulations (pages 56–57)

OPEN SEASON DAILY LIMIT MINIMUM LENGTH

LARGEMOUTH and SMALLMOUTH BASS open all year 5 in total 14 inches

CATFISH (CHANNEL and FLATHEAD) open all year none none

NORTHERN PIKE open all year 5 none

YELLOW PERCH, ROCK BASS, CRAPPIE  open all year 25 of each none

BLUEGILL and PUMPKINSEED (SUNFISH) open all year 25 in total none

WHITE BASS and YELLOW BASS open all year 25 in total none

LAKE STURGEON closed all year—there is no fishing for lake sturgeon

SHOVELNOSE STURGEON open all year none none

WALLEYE and SAUGER (INCLUDES HYBRIDS) open all year 6 in total
none for sauger;

15 inches for walleye 
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MAJOR TRIBUTARY STREAMS TO GREEN BAY & LAKE MICHIGAN

Major tributary streams to Green Bay and Lake Michigan are defined as the Little River from its confluence 
with the Oconto River upstream to the Highway 141 bridge, the Kewaunee River and its tributaries (except 
Little Scarboro Creek, Scarboro Creek, Roger Creek, and Casco Creek), the Milwaukee River upstream to 
the Hwy 60 Grafton dam in the village of Grafton, and tributaries of the Milwaukee River upstream to the 
first dam or lake, the Menomonee River from its confluence with the Milwaukee River upstream to the 
Lepper Dam in the village of Menomonee Falls and tributaries of the Menomonee River upstream to the 
first dam or lake, the Pike River and its tributaries, streams flowing into the Fox River downstream of the 
DePere Dam, and all other streams and ditches upstream from their mouths to the first dam or lake. (The 
Menominee River, Wisconsin/Michigan boundary waters, see page 58, and the Fox River upstream to the 
DePere Dam, Lake Michigan, see page 66, are not considered tributary streams.)

“Green Bay” means those waters of Lake Michigan located to the west of the Green 
Bay-Lake Michigan Line. That line runs from Northport Dock northeasterly to Plum 
Island. range light to the Plum Is. Coast Guard Station to Shellswick Dock (Lobdell’s 
Point.) on Washington Is. along the west shore of Washington Is. to Boyer’s Bluff light 
then north to the State line.

“Green Bay” includes Green Bay, Sturgeon Bay, Sawyer Harbor, and the Sturgeon Bay 
Ship Canal located north and west of the center of the WPS power lines, and the Fox 
River from its mouth up to the dam at DePere. 
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TRIBUTARY STREAMS to GREEN BAY and LAKE MICHIGAN
•	 Alewife may be used as bait in tributaries, rivers, and ditches upstream to the first dam or 

lake. Live crayfish may not be possessed while fishing on the tributaries.
•	 Motor trolling is not permitted on the tributaries except in Racine County.
•	 No hook and line fishing at night—From September 15 to the first Saturday of the following 

May, hook and line fishing is prohibited from one-half hour after sunset to one-half hour 
before sunrise in the tributaries. This restriction DOES NOT apply to the Peshtigo River, 
from the most downstream railroad bridge at the NE 1/4 of the NE 1/4 section 30, township 
30 north, range 23 east, (Peshtigo City Garage) downstream to the mouth.

.•	 Hook size restriction—From September 15 to the first Saturday of the following May, you 
may not use hooks that have a gape size larger than one-half inch from point to shank in 
tributaries.

•	 Fishing Prohibition—From September 15 to December 31, fishing by any method is pro-
hibited from one-half hour after sunset to one-half hour before sunrise on all tributaries and 
ditches including the Peshtigo River upstream from the first railroad bridge to the first dam, 
the Oconto River from the upstream side of the US Hwy 141 bridge to the first dam, and the 
Little River downstream from Highway 141. 

•	 You must have a fishing license and a valid Great Lakes Trout and Salmon stamp privilege 
or a two-day Sports Fishing License to fish for trout and salmon in the tributaries (up to the 
first dam or lake). 

•	 All other statewide general fishing restrictions apply (see pages 6–9).
•	 Smelt and suckers: See the 2011-2012 Wisconsin Spearing and Netting Regulations for 

regulations on dipnetting smelt and suckers in the tributaries.
•	 Special open season for Major Green Bay tributaries—the following stream sections are 

open year round for all species except muskellunge, lake sturgeon, lake trout, largemouth 
and smallmouth bass, and yellow perch,  (however, tributaries to these stream sections are 
not open all year): Duck Creek (Brown Co.), from the first dam above the Pamperin Park 
footbridge (Village of Howard) downstream to Green Bay; Suamico River (Brown Co.), from 
the CTH “HS” bridge (Velp Ave.) downstream to Green Bay; East River (Brown Co.), from 
the CTH “XX” (Hoffman Road) bridge downstream to the Fox River; Little Suamico River 
(Oconto Co.), from the CTH “J” bridge downstream to Green Bay; Pensaukee River (Oconto 
Co.), from the CTH “J” bridge downstream to Green Bay; Oconto River (Oconto Co.), from 
the Stiles dam downstream to Green Bay; Little River (Oconto Co.), from the Highway 141 
bridge downstream to the Oconto River; Little River (Marinette Co.), from the Rader Road 
bridge downstream to Green Bay; and Peshtigo River (Marinette Co.), from the Peshtigo 
dam downstream to Green Bay. (NOTE: there is no hook and line fishing allowed for any 
species on all other Green Bay and Fox River tributaries and ditches, including tributaries 
to the above streams, from their mouth up to the first dam or lake from March 5, 2011–May 
6, 2011)

FISH SPECIES 
Open Season 
(all dates inclusive)

Daily Limit Min. Length

FISH SPECIES NOT LISTED BELOW

Tributaries to Green Bay May 7 – March 4* none none
Tributaries to Lake Michigan open all year none none

LARGEMOUTH BASS and SMALLMOUTH BASS

Tributaries to Green Bay May 7 – March 4 5 in total 14 inches

Tributaries to Lake Michigan north of Hwy. 29 (Door & Kewaunee Co.)
May 7 – June 17 Catch & Release only

June 18 –  March 4 5 in total 14 inches
Tributaries to Lake Michigan south of Hwy. 29 May 7 –  March 4 5 in total 14 inches

WALLEYE and SAUGER (INCLUDES HYBRIDS)

Major Green Bay tributaries and tributaries to Lake Michigan north of Waldo Blvd, Manitowoc May 7– March 4 5 in total 15 inches
 Major Green Bay tributaries and tributaries to Lake Michigan north of Waldo Blvd, Manitowoc March 7 – May 6 1 15 inches
All other tributaries and ditches to Green Bay upstream to first dam/lake May 7 - March 4 5 in total 15 inches
Tributaries to Lake Michigan south of Waldo Blvd, Manitowoc open all year 5 in total 15 inches 
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MUSKELLUNGE (INCLUDES HYBRIDS)

Tributaries north of Hwy. 10 (located in the counties of Marinette, Oconto, Brown, Door, Kewaunee 
and Manitowoc)

May 28 – Nov. 30 1 50 inches

Tributaries south of Hwy. 10 (located in the counties of Manitowoc, Sheboygan, Ozaukee, 
Milwaukee, Racine and Kenosha)

May 7 – Dec. 31 1 34 inches

BLUEGILL, PUMPKINSEED, SUNFISH, YELLOW PERCH, and  CRAPPIE

Tributaries to Lake Michigan

open all year except 
yellow perch which is 
open June 16 –April 
30

25 in total but only 5 
may be yellow perch

none

Tributaries to Green Bay

May 7 – March 4* 
except yellow perch 
which is open May 20 
– March 15

25 in total but only 15 
may be yellow perch

none

NORTHERN PIKE

Tributaries to Green Bay, Tributaries to Lake Michigan North of US Hwy. 10 (except Kewaunee, 
East and West Twin, and Ahnapee rivers up to the first dam)

May 7 – March 4* 5 none

Kewaunee, East and West Twin, and Ahnapee rivers up to the first dam open all year 5 none
South of US Hwy. 10 (including the Manitowoc River) open all year 2 26 inches

LAKE STURGEON No open season

RUFFE and GOBIES 
No open season—one may be killed and possessed for transport to a 
WDNR office

WHITE PERCH

Tributaries to Lake Michigan open all year none none

Tributaries to Green Bay May 7 – March 4* none none
CATFISH (CHANNEL and FLATHEAD) (see page 22 for Brown County)

Tributaries to Lake Michigan open all year 10 none
Tributaries to Green Bay May 7 – March 4* 10 none 

LAKE TROUT (MAJOR GREEN BAY TRIBUTARIES and LAKE MICHIGAN TRIBUTARIES) Mar 1–Oct. 31 2 10 inches 
All other tributaries to Green Bay May 7 – March 4 2 10 inches

OTHER TROUT and SALMON

Tributaries to Lake Michigan and major Green Bay tributaries open all year 5 in total; only 2 may 
be lake trout

10 inches
Tributaries to Green Bay May 7 – March 4*

* Except see "Special open season for major Green Bay tributaries" on page 64
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LAKE MICHIGAN
Includes the Bay of Green Bay, the Fox River upstream to the DePere dam, Sturgeon Bay, other bays to Lake Michigan and Green Bay. See pages 63–65 for regulations for the 
tributary streams to Green Bay and Lake Michigan.

Fishing Restrictions on Lake Michigan Waters
•	 Lake trout may not be possessed while fishing within the area indi-

cated on the map:

•	 Goldfish may not be possessed or used for bait. Alewife and live 
crayfish may be used for bait on Lake Michigan.

•	 All ice fishing shelters must be removed daily and when not in use 
after the first Sunday following March 12 on Green Bay and Lake 
Michigan.

•	 Motor trolling is permitted on Lake Michigan.
•	 You must have a fishing license and a Great Lakes trout and salmon 

stamp privilege or a valid two-day Sports Fishing License to fish for 
trout and salmon in Lake Michigan. 

•	 Smelt and suckers: See the 2011–2012 Wisconsin Spearing and 
Netting Regulations for regulations on taking smelt and suckers 
with nets and spears.

•	 All other statewide fishing restrictions apply (see pages 6–10).

See map on page 63 for Green Bay-Lake Michigan Line.

FISH SPECIES Species not listed are governed by inland fishing regulations (pages 56–57).
Open Season (all 
dates inclusive)

Daily Limit Minimum Length

LARGEMOUTH BASS and SMALLMOUTH BASS

Within one-fourth mile of all islands in the Town of Washington Island July 1 – March 4 5 in total 12 inches

Other L. Michigan waters May 7 – March 4 5 in total 14 inches

MUSKELLUNGE (INCLUDES HYBRIDS)

North of Waldo Boulevard, Manitowoc May 28 – Nov. 30 1 50 inches

South of Waldo Boulevard, Manitowoc May 7 – Dec. 31 1 34 inches
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NORTHERN PIKE

North of Waldo Boulevard, Manitowoc open all year 5 none

South of Waldo Boulevard, Manitowoc open all year 2 26 inches

BLUEGILL, PUMPKINSEED, SUNFISH, YELLOW PERCH, and CRAPPIE
open all year for 
bluegill, sunfish and 
crappie

25 in total; includes 
yellow perch limit

none
        YELLOW PERCH in Green Bay and the Fox River May 20 – March 15 15

        YELLOW PERCH in Lake Michigan June 16  – April 30 5

LAKE STURGEON No open season

WALLEYE and SAUGER (INCLUDES HYBRIDS)

Fox River from its mouth upstream to the dam at DePere
March 2 – May 6 1 28 inches

May 7 – March 4 3 in total none

Lake Michigan Waters North of Waldo Boulevard, Manitowoc March 7, 2011– May 
6 , 2011

1 in total 15 inches

May 7, 2011 – March 
4 , 2012

5 in total 15 inches

March 5, 2012– May 
4 , 2012

1 in total 15 inches

Lake Michigan Waters South of Waldo Boulevard, Manitowoc open all year 5 in total 15 inches

RUFFE and GOBIES
No open season-one may be killed and possessed for transport to a 
WDNR Service Center or Regional Office.

WHITE PERCH open all year none none

CISCO and WHITEFISH open all year 10 in total none

LAKE TROUT

Mid Lake Reef Complex (see page 60) No open season

Other L. Michigan Waters  March 1–Oct 31 2 10 inches

OTHER TROUT and SALMON open all year
5 in total; only 2 may 

be lake trout during the 
lake trout open season

10 inches
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LAKE SUPERIOR
Includes bays and harbors (except Allouez Bay,Superior Bay, St. Louis Bay Little Pokegama Bay, Pokegama Bay, and Kimballs Bay are considered boundary waters and are 
regulated by Wisconsin-Minnesota boundary water regulations). See the trout regulation pamphlet for regulations that apply to trout (including steelhead) and salmon caught 
from streams flowing into Lake Superior. Fish species not listed here are governed by general inland fishing regulations (pages 56–57) except for the St. Louis River, which is 
governed by Wisconsin-Minnesota boundary water regulations (pages 60–61).

Fishing Restrictions on Lake Superior Waters
•	 No fishing is allowed in the refuge indicated on the map. Specific descrip-

tions of refuge boundaries are available at the Bayfield DNR Office, Box 
589, 141 S. Third, Bayfield, WI 54814 (715/779-4035 ext. 15 or 16).

•	 Goldfish and alewife may not be possessed or used for bait in Lake 
Superior. Live crayfish may be used for bait on Lake Superior, but not on 
streams that flow into the lake.

•	 All ice fishing shelters must be removed from Lake Superior waters by 
March 15.

•	 Motor trolling is permitted on Lake Superior.
•	 If you fish in Lake Superior waters that are under the jurisdiction of other 

states or Canada, make sure you have the appropriate fishing license first, 
and obey the fishing regulations issued by those states or provinces.

•	 You must have a fishing license and a Great Lakes trout and salmon 
stamp privilege or a two-day Sports Fishing License to fish for trout 
and salmon in Lake Superior. You need an inland trout stamp privilege 
to fish for trout, including steelhead, in streams that flow into Lake 
Superior.

•	 Smelt and other fish: See the 2011–2012 Wisconsin Spearing, Netting, and 
Bait Harvest Regulations for regulations on taking smelt and other fish with 
nets and spears.
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FISH SPECIES 
Species not listed governed by inland fishing regulations (pages 50–51)

Open Season
(all dates inclusive)

Daily Limit Minimum Length

LARGEMOUTH BASS and SMALLMOUTH BASS 

(includes Kakagon River and Slough)
May 7 – June 17 0 (catch and release)

June 18 – March 4 1 22 inches

NORTHERN PIKE (may also be speared through the ice on Lake Superior) 

Lake Superior open all year 2 26 inches

Tributaries and connected sloughs upstream to first dam or lake May 7 – March 4 2 26 inches

PANFISH: BLUEGILL, PUMPKINSEED, SUNFISH, YELLOW PERCH, and CRAPPIE open all year 25 none

ROCK BASS open all year none none
LAKE STURGEON (Lake sturgeon taken with hook and line must be tagged and registered. See 
page 6 for more information.)

open all year 1 per year 50 inches

WALLEYE and SAUGER (INCLUDES HYBRIDS) open all year 5 in total, only 1 
over 20 inches

15 inches 

Tributaries and connected sloughs May 7 – March 4 15 inches 

RUFFE, WHITE PERCH and GOBIES
no open season—one may be killed and possessed 
for transport to a WDNR office

CISCO and WHITEFISH (INCLUDES HYBRIDS) open all year 10 in total none

TROUT (RAINBOW, BROWN, BROOK, SPLAKE, and LAKE)

Lake trout—
December 1 through 
September 30; Other 
trout—open all year

5 in total of which 
only 1 may be 

rainbow trout, 1 
may be brook trout, 
and only 3 may be 
lake trout with only 
1 lake trout longer 

than 25 inches

rainbow trout 
—26 inches; 

Brook trout—20"; 
other trout—15"

SALMON (COHO, CHINOOK, PINK, and ATLANTIC) open all year 5 none



70

FISH SPECIES  (for species not listed, see General Inland Waters table on p. 56)
Open Season 
(all dates inclusive)

Daily Limit Min. Length

LARGEMOUTH and SMALLMOUTH BASS Open all year 5 in total 14"
ROCK, YELLOW (STRIPED) and WHITE BASS Open all year none none
PANFISH: BLUEGILL, PUMPKINSEED, SUNFISH, CRAPPIE, and YELLOW PERCH Open all year 25 in total none
BULLHEADS (Brown, Black, and Yellow) Open all year none none
ROUGH FISH (see definition on page 20) Open all year none none

CHANNEL CATFISH
Open all year 25 in total, but only 24 

if one flathead catfish 
is included.

none

FLATHEAD CATFISH
May 7 - Sep. 30 1

30" and flathead 
catfish from 36" 

to 42" may not be 
possessed

MUSKELLUNGE May 7 - Dec. 31 1 50"
NORTHERN PIKE May 7 - March 4 2 26"
LAKE STURGEON (see the Winnebago System Sturgeon Spearing regulations for spearing season 
and spearing license purchasing information). 

Hook and line fishing 
closed all year

- -

WALLEYE and SAUGER (INCLUDES HYBRIDS) Open all year
5 in total; only 1 may 
be a sauger or hybrid

none

WINNEBAGO SYSTEM  WATERS
Includes Poygan, Winneconne, Butte des Morts, and Winnebago and all their tributaries from their mouths upstream to the first dam including the Fox river from Lake 
Winnebago upstream to the dam above Princeton and all its tributaries from their mouths upstream to the first dam; the Wolf river from its mouth upstream to the dam in the 
city of Shawano and all its tributaries from their mouths upstream to the first dam including Cincoe lake, Partridge Crop lake and Partridge lake in Calumet, Fond du Lac, Green 
Lake, Marquette, Outagamie, Shawano, Waupaca, Waushara and Winnebago counties.

Fishing Restrictions on Winnebago System Waters
•	 Motor trolling is not permitted on the Wolf River from its mouth at Lake Poygan upstream to the dam in the city of Shawano, 

and all its tributaries upstream to the first dam in Winnebago, Waupaca, Outagamie and Shawano counties, including Cincoe 
and Partridge Crop Lakes. Motor trolling is allowed on Lakes Winnebago, Butte des Morts, Winneconne, and Poygan, the 
upper Fox River up to the Princeton dam, and Partridge Lake (near Fremont).

•	 Minnows may not be harvested for personal use from Winnebago System waters. Suckers may be harvested, but can not be 
taken away alive. 

Green 
Bay

Lake
Winnebago

Embarrass
River

Fox River

Wolf 
River

Lake
Poygan
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Support Ethical Responsible Fishing  •  Report Violations
CALL 1-800-TIP-WDNR  (1-800-847-9367)

or #367 from your cell phone (free for U.S. Cellular customers)
Toll Free • Statewide • 24-Hour • Confidential

(This is NOT an information number)
To email a report of violation not in progress:

le.hotline@dnr.state.wi.us

QUESTIONS?
 

Contact the DNR Call Center toll-free at
1-888-WDNR INFO (1-888-936-7463) • local 608-266-2621.

Customer Service Representatives are available 7 days a week from 7:00 a.m. until 10:00 
p.m.

Txhais lus Hmoob thoj hu tus xovtooj 1-888-936-7463. Muaj txhais lus Hmoob txhua 
hnub, Monday txog Sunday, 7:00 sawv ntxov 10:00 tsaus ntuj.

El personal también está disponible para asistir a clientes de habla hispana en nuestro 
número gratuito. El personal que habla español está disponible 7 días a la semana a partir 

de la 7:00 de mañana hasta 10:00 p.m.

Customer Service Representatives at Service Centers are also available to assist you but 
have limited hours and days open for counter services.

Hours of operation on days that the Service Center is open: 
9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. and 1:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.   (X = days open)

DNR Central Office:
Department of Natural Resources 

P.O. Box 7921 
Madison, WI 53707-7921

Chat with a Customer Service Representative online at dnr.wi.gov      •        E-mail your questions or comments to csweb@wisconsin.gov 
Subscribe to updates by visiting dnr.wi.gov. Receive periodic updates on topics you choose relating to your interests.






